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Summary  

Health research should be coproduced with people who have lived experience and nonsalaried 

Public Contributors should be offered a payment in recognition of their contribution1. This paper 

investigates how these payments can reach two groups of citizens who are at risk of being excluded 

from the process – asylum seekers and prisoners. Further groups may be added as this exploration 

continues. 

There are many other issues that arise in conducting research with these two groups of citizens, who 

may have difficulties in receiving the usual advertising2, live in such straitened circumstances that 

their ability to give free and informed consent may be doubted, and who may find staff acting as 

gatekeepers while opposing the principles of coproduction and payment. This paper focuses 

narrowly on the practice of making payments for coproducing research.  

 

Asylum seekers 
Govt guidance on what is included in the ‘no recourse to public funds’ list does not mention 

research3, so there appears to be no justification here for refusing to offer payments to people in the 

immigration system.  

 

Prisoners 
A systematic review of peer-reviewed literature4 found a few examples where payment was made. 

For example, Public Contribution was counted as a work or education programme within one prison 

in the USA5 and in another programme in Canada6, meaning that participants were paid for this role 

at prison work rates. Dilemmas around payment for prisoners have been explored by Ward & 

Bailey7.  UK examples are rare8, although Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) is sometimes 

considered in UK prison research9.  
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UK prisoners’ earnings are limited to £4 per week except on rare occasions when higher rates can be 

negotiated. Payments to prisoners may be perceived as making prison more pleasant or enabling 

offenders to profit from their crimes, and so they are regulated by the Incentives and Earned 

Privileges Scheme10. Prisoners who engage in approved work or learning in the prison start at a basic 

pay rate of 50p per day and can only spend a proportion of their savings. This may include payments 

from an outside body11.  

 

Conclusion  
Payment to these two groups of citizens appears possible, albeit in limited and restrictive 

circumstances. There appear to be few pioneers willing to try.  

 

How this paper is being written 
The investigation that generated this paper is driven by simple curiosity. The work is unfunded and is 

conducted as a piece of citizen science rather than under the control of any organisation. 

Accountability is achieved by following the Writing in Public framework12. I am grateful to the 

people13 who have contributed to this evolving resource. Please send me your suggestions for 

further improvements.  
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