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INTRODUCTION

The varied habitats along the Loughborough Canal provide much of
interest to the nature lover and, to the casual observer, can add
that little extra pleasure to a stroll along the tow path,
particularly along the sections before the Canal reaches the Empress
Works and after it passes the Swingbridge Lane bridge. :

This brochure attempts to summarise some of the interesting plants
and animals associated with the Loughborough stretch of the Canal, and
covers Plant Life, Invertebrates , Amphibians, Reptiles and Fish,
Birds and Mammals.,

PLANT LIFE OF THE CANAL AT LOUGHBOROUGH

Like most city and town stretches of canal, the section of Grand
Union Canal through Loughborough leaves plenty to be desired from a
wild flower lover's point of view. However, the portions lying
immediately to the north and to the south of the buil t-up area still
have a good variety of flowering plants, including some very
attractive and interesting species,

The section of the canal being considered covers scme 2 - 3 miles,
stretching from the Bishops Meadow Lock in the north to the first
bridge south of the town, sone + mile south-east of the Empress Works,
Over 120 different species of wild flowers, native and alien, could be
counted during a summer walk along the tow path between these two

points,

The most interesting portion, botanically, lies between the bridge
on Swingbridge Lane and Bishops Meadow Lock, adjacent to the town
sewage farm, which until recent modernization was renowned locally as
a haunt for rare birds of passage, Here, along the tow paths, one can
find quite a wide variety of plants, including aquatic species like the
Arrow-head (Sagittaria sagittifolia) and Water Plantain (Alisma-plantago
"=-aquatica) in the open water, whilst here and there along the margins,
grows the local and imposing Great Water Dock (Rumex hydrolapathum),
also Bur-reed (Sparganium erectum), Great Pond-sedge (Carex riparia)
and the alien Sweet Flag (Acorus calamus). Quite a variety of riparial
species grow along the canal banks here, attractive plants for instance
like Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Marsh Woundwort (Stachys
palustris), Fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica ), Water Mint (Mentha
aquatica), and Meadow-sweet (Filipendula ulmaria). In addition a good
selection of other species, not directly associated with water, accur
along the path sides,

Just south of the Swingbridge Road bridge, grows a fair sized
colony of Great Yellow-cress (Rorippa amphibia) making a splash of
colour about mid-summer, and at intervals along the bank one can find
such plants as Skull-cap (Scutellaria gallericulata), Water Betony
(Scrophularia aquatica), Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus), Woody Night-
shade (Solanum dulcamara), and one or more species of Water Forget-me-






