How to find a research study
seeking Public Contributors for

coproduction

Written by Peter Bates, peter.bates96@outlook.com

Introduction

Despite the fact that £5 billion is spent on health research each year in the UK?, it is hard for a
member of the public to find a study that aligns with their experience and where they might be able
to join the team and coproduce the research. Places to look are listed below in alphabetical order.
Some are online noticeboards that are amended on a daily basis, while others are newsletters that
are distributed periodically to people who sign up for them, and which contain a listing of current

opportunities collated from a number of organisations.

Further information about coproduction in health research is available?. Organisations that wish to
support members of the public in finding the broadest range of opportunities are welcome to post a
link to this resource on their own website. Please send me your suggestions for improvements,
additions and corrections to this list.

Public Contributor

Public Contributors help academics and
clinicians to design, deliver and disseminate
research. They draw on their life experience
as citizens, patients and people who draw on
care services to offer a fresh perspective and
enhance the quality of the research.

Charity Job Volunteers - volunteering in

human services, not specifically health
research. Email info@charityjob.co.uk

Cochrane. Email engage@cochrane.org.

Facebook page for the Cochrane Patient

and Public Network.

Co-production Collective. Email

coproduction@ucl.ac.uk

Engage Northern Ireland. Email

engage@hscni.net

Getvolunteering.
HDR UK. Email involvement@hdruk.ac.uk

Health and Care Research Wales. Email

healthandcareresearch@wales.nhs.uk

Jobsgopublic .
McPin Foundation. Sign up at Sign up to
our networks | The McPin Foundation.

Email contact@mcpin.org

NHS England - coproducing NHS England
service delivery. Email
england.contactus@nhs.net

NICE — become a committee member
NIHR Oxford BRC. Email
GetInvolvedOBRC@ouh.nhs.uk

NIHR People in Research. Email

publicpartnerships@nihr.ac.uk

NSUN. Sign up for the newsletter
here. General inquiries to
info@nsun.org.uk.

Partners with People.

Public Face newsletter. Email

shahnaz.aziz@nottingham.ac.uk

Shaping our lives. Email

hello@shapingourlives.org.uk

Vocal. Opportunities | We Are Vocal
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https://www.cochrane.org/get-involved#volunteer-to-fit-your-skills-and-schedule
mailto:engage@cochrane.org
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mailto:coproduction@ucl.ac.uk?subject=Newsletter%20sign%20up
https://engage.hscni.net/get-involved/current-opportunities/
mailto:engage@hscni.net
https://getvolunteering.co.uk/
mailto:HDR%20UK
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https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/public-help-research/current-opportunities
mailto:healthandcareresearch@wales.nhs.uk
https://www.jobsgopublic.com/
https://mcpin.org/get-involved/sign-up-to-our-networks/
https://mcpin.org/get-involved/sign-up-to-our-networks/
mailto:contact@mcpin.org
https://www.england.nhs.uk/get-involved/get-involved/opportunities/
mailto:england.contactus@nhs.net
https://www.nice.org.uk/get-involved/our-committees/join-a-committee/nice-committee-vacancies-for-patients--service-users--carers-and-lay-people
https://oxfordbrc.nihr.ac.uk/pair/
mailto:GetInvolvedOBRC@ouh.nhs.uk
https://www.peopleinresearch.org/
mailto:publicpartnerships@nihr.ac.uk
https://www.nsun.org.uk/our-members/bulletin/
https://www.nsun.org.uk/our-members/join-us/
mailto:info@nsun.org.uk
https://healthinnovationnetwork.com/resources/partners-with-people-involvement-newsletter/
https://healthinnovation-em.org.uk/our-work/patient-and-public-involvement/public-face-newsletter
mailto:shahnaz.aziz@nottingham.ac.uk
https://shapingourlives.org.uk/involvement-opportunities-board/
mailto:hello@shapingourlives.org.uk
https://wearevocal.org/opportunities
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e Voiceln smartphone app. Email:
voicein@manchester.ac.uk.

e Voice UK. Email hello@voice-global.org

e VolunteerMatch

Study participant

Study participants give their informed consent
and then contribute data to the researcher
which can be collated, analysed, interpreted
and acted upon to improve health outcomes,
quality of life, the wellbeing of society and the
sustainability of the planet.

e BACP
e Be part of research

e Call for participants

e Cancer Research UK: Find a clinical trial

e Choice Forum

e Fortrea

e Fox Trial Finder

e Healthcare Opinions

e Inside Time
e Join Dementia Research

e King’'s College London

e Parkinson's UK: Take part in research

e People for research
e SHARE
e Target Ovarian Cancer: Clinical trials

Find and analyse data

Interested members of the public use the data
sources below to ask questions and find
answers.

e EU Clinical Trials Register

e International database of priority setting

studies
e Medifind
e NIHR datasets

Limitations

e Office of National Statistics
e WHO International Clinical Trials Registry

Talk to other practitioners

Public Contributors, facilitators and academics
involved in coproducing research with one
another have the opportunity to share
dilemmas, innovations and support needs.

e Association of Consultation and

Engagement Professionals. Membership

fees apply. They also advertise
opportunities for Public Contributors.
e AV.ES Global mental health peer network

e Chain Network - Contact, Help, Advice
and Information Network — an online
international network for people working
in health and social care.

e Future NHS, Engagement Practitioner’s
Network, Public Involvement
Opportunities.

e Future NHS, Patient & Public Voice
Partner Network (restricted to PPV
partners)

e International Alliance of Patients’

Organisations.
e International PPl Network.

e Lived Experience Advisory Directory.

e NCCPE Public Engagement Professionals

Network Email
ncepe.enquiries@uwe.ac.uk

e Parent Carer Research Network

e Patient Engagement Synapse.

International engagement with industry
as well as publicly funded work. Email
info@peopenforum.org.

e PPl for Statisticians Community of Practice

1. The listing above identifies noticeboards where opportunities from several sources are collated
or very large organisations announce multiple opportunities coming up all the time. Small
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https://peterbates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/How-to-find-a-study-to-get-involved-in.pdf
https://peterbates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/How-to-find-a-study-to-get-involved-in.pdf
https://peterbates.org.uk/home/linking-academics-and-communities/how-to-guides/
https://voicein.org/
mailto:voicein@manchester.ac.uk
https://voice-global.org/
mailto:hello@voice-global.org
https://www.volunteermatch.org/
https://www.bacp.co.uk/events-and-resources/research/research-noticeboard/
https://bepartofresearch.nihr.ac.uk/
https://www.callforparticipants.com/browse
https://find.cancerresearchuk.org/clinical-trials?size=n_20_n
https://www.choiceforum.org/
https://www.fortreaclinicaltrials.com/en-gb/clinical-research/browse-studies
https://www.michaeljfox.org/trial-finder
https://www.researchopinions.co.uk/healthcare-opinions/
https://insidetime.org/information/opportunity-to-participate-in-historical-research-project-access-to-healthcare-in-prison-in-england-and-wales-1996-to-2021/
https://www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk/
https://internal.kcl.ac.uk/innovation/governance-ethics-integrity/research-studies
https://www.parkinsons.org.uk/research/research-trials?query_center%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blat%5D=55.378051&query_center%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blng%5D=-3.435973&query_center%5Bgeocoder%5D%5Bgeolocation_geocoder_address%5D=United+Kingdom
https://www.parkinsons.org.uk/research/research-trials?query_center%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blat%5D=55.378051&query_center%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blng%5D=-3.435973&query_center%5Bgeocoder%5D%5Bgeolocation_geocoder_address%5D=United+Kingdom
https://www.peopleforresearch.co.uk/participant/opportunities
https://www.registerforshare.org/
https://targetovariancancer.org.uk/about-ovarian-cancer/clinical-trials/find-clinical-trials
https://targetovariancancer.org.uk/about-ovarian-cancer/clinical-trials/find-clinical-trials
https://www.clinicaltrialsregister.eu/ctr-search/search
https://ois.lbg.ac.at/priority-setting-database/
https://ois.lbg.ac.at/priority-setting-database/
https://www.medifind.com/clinical-trials
https://nihr.opendatasoft.com/explore/?sort=modified
https://www.ons.gov.uk/
https://trialsearch.who.int/AdvSearch.aspx
https://www.acep.org.uk/
https://www.acep.org.uk/
https://www.gmhpn.org/
http://www.chain-network.org.uk/
https://future.nhs.uk/system/login?nextURL=%2Fconnect%2Eti%2FPPPnetwork%2Fview%3FobjectID%3D20388720
https://future.nhs.uk/system/login?nextURL=%2Fconnect%2Eti%2FPPPnetwork%2Fview%3FobjectID%3D20388720
https://www.facebook.com/IAPOvoice
https://www.facebook.com/IAPOvoice
https://intppinetwork.wixsite.com/ippin/membership?fbclid=IwY2xjawIqYa5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHcgOBziF6AvwshNQ6ak5mVj5iF9wl4KxafVRC0hWKJ55_b16wIlUKO9mEA_aem_PPovdSE8ZH0BPAvYYiwVyg
https://livedexperienceleaders.com/
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/public-engagement-professionals-network
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/public-engagement-professionals-network
mailto:nccpe.enquiries@uwe.ac.uk
https://mhid.org.uk/parent-carer-research-network/
https://patientengagement.synapseconnect.org/
mailto:info@peopenforum.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/10038279/
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organisations publish their own opportunities through their own newsletters, but such in-house
publications do not appear here.

2. None of the organisations, websites or noticeboards listed here have been vetted for quality or
safety, so let the user beware!

3. None of these vacancy boards offer a personalised matching service but simply advertise
opportunities for readers to browse and apply to as they see fit. Some online noticeboards invite
the public to register and then indicate a preference, whereupon they will receive an automated
email notifying them of newly posted opportunities which pass through their selected filters.

4. Some advertising boards mix up different ways of getting involved, such as volunteering,
coproducing research and being a research participant. As a result, some boards appear more
than once in the listing above.

5. Whilst the focus of this document is health research, some neighbouring areas (e.g. volunteering
in NHS provider organisations or social care research) are included in early editions of this
document. They will be moved elsewhere if the document gets too long.

6. The section headed Public Contributor aims to be exhaustive, while the other headings contain a
few examples rather than a full list. They are included for disambiguation purposes.

7. Until more noticeboards are found, this list favours the compiler’s interest in mental health.

Next steps

Measure of the size of these listings and rank them so that readers can select the busiest lists to
review first. A census on 9 Feb 2025 found the following number of returns by looking for the role of
Public Contributor to health research.

Opportunity noticeboard No. of opportunities listed
on 9/2/2025 for the public
to coproduce health

research
NIHR People in Research 27
Shaping our lives 14
NIHR Oxford BRC 10
HDR UK 5
McPin Foundation (mental health) 4
Voice Global 3
NSUN (mental health) 2
Public Face newsletter (mostly learning opportunities) 2
NHS England (service improvement) 1
Charity Job Volunteers (mostly Trustees and other unpaid roles) 1
Cochrane (9 tasks listed, all involve editing written material) 0
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https://peterbates.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/How-to-find-a-study-to-get-involved-in.pdf
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https://voice-global.org/
https://www.nsun.org.uk/our-members/bulletin/
https://healthinnovation-em.org.uk/our-work/patient-and-public-involvement/public-face-newsletter
https://www.england.nhs.uk/get-involved/get-involved/opportunities/
https://www.charityjob.co.uk/volunteer-jobs/?source=nav
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The Venn diagram shown on the right takes the Do listings overlap?

largest three listings from the table above and

counts the number of different places a particular 26

study may be advertised®. As only one study was 9 14

found to have appeared in more than one place,
we can conclude that entries are generally not

reproduced on multiple listing boards. BRC PiR Sol

How this paper is being written

The investigation that generated this paper is driven by simple curiosity. The work is unfunded and is
conducted as a piece of citizen science rather than under the control of any organisation.
Accountability is achieved by following the How to write in public framework®. | am grateful to the
people® who have contributed to this evolving resource. Please send me your suggestions for further
improvements.

! Largest study of UK health research funding released today — UKRI. It is interesting to note that, despite the
scale and role of UKRI, they have no coordinated approach to marketing coproduction opportunities to the
public, no contribution to the list above and not even an encouragement to use one or more of these
platforms. Instead, “Individual opportunities to get involved in research are shared through the recipients of
our funding.” (Personal communication, 03/05/2025). UKRI say “We invest £8 billion of taxpayers’ money each
year into research and innovation and the people who make it happen. We work across a huge range of fields —
from biodiversity conservation to quantum computing, and from space telescopes to innovative health care.
We give everyone the opportunity to contribute and to benefit, bringing together people and organisations
nationally and globally to create, develop and deploy new ideas and technologies.” See UKRI — UK Research
and Innovation.

2 See How To Guides — Peter Bates

3 The Venn diagram was created by examining the items listed in these three websites on 11/02/2025.

4 Bates P (2024) How-to-write-in-public.pdf (peterbates.org.uk).

5 A request for suggestions was placed on Linkedin on 01/02/2025. One person responded to suggest their own
small organisation, but no other suggestions were received. The noticeboards listed above were emailed as
they were added to the list, inviting them to suggest amendments and additions to this list. All remaining errors
and omissions are the sole responsibility of the author. The information is provided in good faith and so readers
engage with the contents at their own risk and undertake not to hold the author liable for any injury, loss, or
damage arising through reading or acting on its contents.
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